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Introduction

The parish of Twerton has two cemeteries:

e the church’s graveyard

e the municipal cemetery at Bellotts Road

The scope of this volume is limited to those buried in the latter. A separate volume deals with the

church’s graveyard.

The cemetery is on Bellotts Road, off the Lower
Bristol Road, Bath. It is bounded on the southern
side by the railway and on the western side by
the one-way portion of Bellotts Road from
Oldfield Park. A path of the eastern side goes
past an engineering workS, along the side of the
railway up to Brook Road and a bridge over the
railway.

In common with other municipal cemeteries, it
came about following agitation in the late 1850s
about the cost of burial in Anglican graveyards
and the lack of provision for non-Anglicans.

Figure 1 Location

This was compounded by a nation-wide investigation into the state of graveyards which led the
government to force the closure of graveyards that had become full and to impose restrictions on the
spacing of graves and the number of burials per grave.

As reported in the Bath Chronicle of Thu 20
Jan 1881 p8 the Twerton Burial Board
proposed purchasing land in the Hayes, Wells
Road. However by April of that year it had
decided not to purchase the land “it being too
near dwelling-houses, and this was prohibited
by an Act of Parliament, except with the
consent of every occupant of the adjoining
premises was secured”. Instead they proposed
buying land next to the GWR railway in East
Twerton from the Bath Municipal Charities.

From the Bath Chronicle of Thu 17 Nov 1881

p7:
TWERTON BURIAL BOARD.—At a vestry
meeting held at Twerton on Thursday
evening, to nominate a candidate for
the vacancy caused in this board by the
removal of Mr. B. Thackeray, the vicar,
the Rev. W Stokes Shaw, presided. By
a unanimous vote Mr. Thomas Withy
was chosen as the member. It was
further resolved that only one chapel
should be built in the new cemetery.

Other cemeteries administered by burial
boards which had provision for both Anglicans
and non-Anglicans (but separately) had built
two chapels. For example, St Michael’s,
Lyncombe & Widcombe and St James’, and
Locksbrook cemeteries have two chapels.

Draft

From the Bath Chronicle of Thu 1 Jun 1882 p7:
TWERTON NEw CEMETERY.—The Twerton
Burial Board at its last meeting
considered the following tenders for the
building of a chapel, lodge and entrance
gates:—R. Mann, £978; C. and W. Mould,
£864; J. Bladwell, £846 10s.; W. H.
Hewlett, £830 5s.; R. C. Jarvis, £772 7s.
8d.; E, Gay, £766; G. Cross, £742 18s.;
Morgan and Lovell, £714; A. Bernas,
£679 15s.; T. Laver, £603 15s. 6d.; W.
Emery, £599; E, Chancellor (accepted),
£578 6s. The architects are Messrs.
Browne and Gill. Mr. Chancellor will
commence the work forthwith.

This southern part of the ground was reserved
for Anglicans and this was consecrated by the
Bishop of Bath & Wells on Mon 28 Aug 1882.
From the Bath Chronicle of Thu 31 Aug 1882

p3:

CONSECRATION OF A NEW BURIAL
GROUND AT TWERTON.—For some time
past the Twerton-Avon Burial Board has
been laying out a new cemetery at East
Twerton, within an easy distance of St.
Peter’s Church, and on the north side of
the Great Western Railway. The
ground—two acres—has been purchased
from the trustees of St. John’s Hospital,
Bath. The entrance of on the north, and
a chapel, 27 feet by 17 feet, has been
built there. The southern half of the
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From the Bath Chronicle of Thu 7 Sep 1882 p7:

From the Bath Chronicle of Thu 22 Feb 1883
p3:

ground is set aside for the burial of
members of the Church of England, and
this portion was consecrated by the Lord
Bishop of the Diocese on Monday
morning. Service was first held in the
parish church, the Revs. Preb. Wood, J.
Murray Dixon, W. Stokes Law (vicar), and
C. Bazell (curate) being present. His
Lordship preached a sermon appropriate
to the occasion, pointing out that the
living had always attached an
importance to the decent burial of their
dead. The providing a burial place was
not only a tribute to human nature and
a pledge of affection, but was a
reminder to those who were living that
they were approaching nearer to the
grave, and that Jesus Christ himself rose
again from the dead. At the conclusion,
the Bishop and clergy, accompanied by
the church choir, adjourned to the
cemetery where the special service was
gone through. A procession marched
slowly round the portion to be
consecrated, the words of Psalm xlix.
and cxv. being repeated at the same
time. The sentence of consecration was
afterward read by the Registrar, and
duly signed by His Lordship. Prayer and
signing of Psalm xxxix. followed, and the
benediction concluded the ceremony.
There were several members of the
Burial Board among the congregation.

TWERTON CEMETERY.—The Twerton Burial
Board on Thursday elected Mr. W Bailey,
gardener, Bath, to be caretaker of
Twerton Cemetery. The applicants
numbered 14.

TWERTON-ON-AVON BURIAL BOARD.

A correspondent writes to call attention
to the great hardship inflicted on the
poor by this Board in charging double
fees for burial on Sundays, when the
poor are often able to obtain the service
of bearers gratuitously. A man named
Jordan was buried in Twerton Cemetery
on Sunday, Feb. 11th, at half-past three
o’clock. A little dirt only was thrown in
to cover the coffin, and the grave
remained partly filled with water till
Wednesday morning before it was
properly filled up. Is not such neglect,
he asks, very inhumane and
unpardonable?

From the Bath Chronicle pf Thu 23 Jun 1892

p7:

From the Bath Chronicle of Thu 19 Apr 1888

p7:

TWERTON CEMETERY.—Prebendary Stokes-
Shaw presided at a vestry meeting at the
Village Hall, Twerton, on Thursday, “to
consider the subject of proposed
alteration of feed for the appropriation
of graves at the Cemetery.” The Vicar
explained that under the scale of fees
which had hitherto existed, people
postponed the appropriation of graves
until after the first interment in order to
obtain the ground space and the after
interments at a cheaper rate than in the
case of those who appropriated in the
first instance, which was not fair to the
Burial Board or to others. An amended
scale of appropriation fees had
therefore been drawn up so as not to
cause any loss to the Burial Board. The
new scale contained a clause to the
effect that “any common grave can be
converted into a family grave at any
time within 14 years, on payment of 10s.
6d for the appropriation of the ground
before or at the first interment; 20s. for
the appropriation of the ground before
or at the second interment; 30s. 6d.
before or at the third interment; 40s.
6d. ditto before or at the fourth
interment. These fees are for the
appropriation only, and do not include
the burial or interment fees.” Upon the
motion of Mr. T. Carr, seconded by Mr.
Newman, the new scale was adopted
without discussion.

NOISY VESTRY MEETING AT TWERTON
On Thursday night a vestry meeting of a
very animated character was held at the
Parish Hall, Twerton, presided over by
the Vicar (the Rev. W. S. Shaw). The
meeting was called for the election of a
member of the Burial Board, in the place
of Mr. Crump, who has resigned, though
it was contended by some of the
parishioners that as Mr, Crump was not
a ratepayer he was not legally a member
of the Board, and that therefore there
was no necessity for him to resign. Both
side had beaten up their supporters, the
room was well filled, and the feeling
very warm.—Mr. Luton proposed the
election of Mr. Mark Wheeler. This was
seconded by Mr. Jefferies, and
supported by Mr. Wall.—Mr. Kendall was
proposed by Mr. J. Carr, and second by
Mr. Asher. On being put to the vote, Mr.

Draft
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Wheeler was elected. The feeling grew
so warm that one gentleman so far
forgot himself—though only after most
offensive provocation—as to promise to
another summary castigation. Happily,
for the peace of the meeting this item,
which was not on the agenda, was not
“discussed.”—A question was raised as
to the burials on Sundays, and the
raising of the fee to 10s. on that day.
This, it was urged, was a source of

Vicar retorted, amidst laughter, that
when Mr. Wall became his successor as
vicar of Twerton he would find that he
was not able to be in two places at
once.—To this, Mr. Wall replied that he
should not be Vicar but Bishop of
Twerton.—Mr. Wheeler, before the
election, stated, in answer to a
question, that he would do what he
could to obtain a reduction in the fees;
but on this point Mr. Kendall preferred

dissatisfaction to some of the
parishioners. But the Vicar said he was
unable to attend to the burial services
and his other duties at the same time.—
Mr. Wall said he always understood that
it was the Vicar’s duty to attend to
burials when he was required.—The

to express no opinion.

In 1905 there was an attempt by the Council
to take over control and administration of
the burial boards. A conference was held in
the Guildhall on 7 Nov 1905 presided over
by the Corporation’s Finance Committee.

The parish’s register has:

By Order of Her Majesty in Privy Council held on 2"4 May 1881 at Windsor, Burials are ordered to be
discontinued forthwith and entirely in the Parish Church of Twerton on Avon in the county of Somerset
after the 15t of Decr 1881 & also in the churchyard except as follows: In such Vaults and Walled Graves
as are now existing in the Churchyard burials may be allowed, on condition that any coffin buried
therein be separately enclosed by stone work or brick work properly cemented.” Extension of time
has ... twice granted & lastly postponed, —

“In the Parish Church-yard of Twerton on Avon in the County of Somerset to the 15t day of September
1882.”

There were 8,436 burials from the opening in 1882.
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Figure 2 Number of burials per year

In 1937, the cemetery at Haycombe became the only ‘open’ cemetery in Bath administered by the
Council. Those who had bought rights to a plot could still be buried but the number of burials in this
cemetery diminished.

Transcription

The original burial registers are held by B&NES Bereavement Services which has scanned all the
registers that it holds. Access to the registers has been refused on the grounds that to do so would
breach the Data Protection Act. Clarification was sought to determine whether or not access would
even be given. Matthew Smith, Divisional Director of Environmental Services for B&NES, has stated
(email of 20-Jan-2014) that “I can see no circumstances under which copies of the scanned images
of burial registers held by Bereavement Services can be made available”.

However, scanned images of the indexes to the burial registers were made available. These have the
names, date of burial and burial location. They omit the ages and abodes, information which is in the
Draft 3
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registers themselves. The entries have been transcribed. For the ages, the corresponding death
registration has been sought to determine the age. In addition, where there is a grant of probate or
administration of the estate the National Probate Calendar has the abode and date of death.

Survey

A survey of cemetery was undertaken in late 2013 and early 2014 to determine whether or not a
memorial exists. Any supplementary information from the inscription has been added to the
information from the burial register indexes.

Some inscriptions have references to individuals buried elsewhere.
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Figuré. 3 Overall layout (north at the top)

There are two sections: consecrated and unconsecrated. The rows have letters that start at ‘A’ at
the eastern side, go to ‘Z’ and then ‘AA’ onwards. The plot numbers start at 1 at the southern
extremity of each section. Two rows of trees run east to west. An anomaly is that, while the row of
trees might be expected to be the boundary between the consecrated and unconsecrated section,
the start of the unconsecrated section is actually south of this row of trees.

A narrow turf path runs from the gate southwards, between rows S and T. There are also paths along
western, southern and eastern sides, a few graves from the boundary.

In the consecrated area some graves in the first few rows are slightly offset from the position
suggested by the row letter.

In the consecrated section about a third of graves have memorials and in the unconsecrated section
about 30% of graves have memorials. About 21% of those buried have names on memorials.
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Figure 4 The former chapel

Figure 6 The lodge and chapel from inside the Figure 7 The south-western corner loking eastwards
cemetery

e g

Figure 8 The north-western pa}t rees, looking eastwards

MR oy

Figure 10 The hedged area at the eastern edge Figuré 11 The area north of the chapel
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Occupants

The abodes show that while there are many from Twerton, there is a significant number from nearby

Oldfield Park.

With the occupation found for about
11% of the males, the vast majority
are one of: labourer, craftsman and
trade. The percentage in the Army,
Navy and professions is much lower
than for those cemeteries, such as
Bath Abbey and Lansdown, were the
fees were high.

One part of the cemetery has the
graves of the Carr family who ran a
cloth mill at Twerton.

Of the labourers, many worked at the
cloth mills and for the railway.

The percentage aged under 11 is 26%
and over 70 is 33%. This is in contrast
with, for example, Bath Abbey
Cemetery where the comparable
figures are 8.7% and 46%.

From the development of the maps
showing the names for each plot, many
have been found to be common graves.

1%

12%

G2%

Figure 12 Occupations
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Figure 13 Age profile
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Maps

The following pages have maps of the cemetery showing the locations of the memorials. Names in
grey are for plots where there are no memorials. Where a memorial or a grave has two surnames,
both are given. Where there are three or more surnames, the first surname is given followed by ‘etc’.

Draft 7
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